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	     Welcome to the International Sections of Sèvres and Chaville




Welcome to the International Section at the Lycée de Sèvres. The following information is to help you become familiar with the SIS and have an understanding of our exchange programme.

Structure:

The Lycée de Sèvres is a co-ed public senior school with more than 1800 students attending years 10, 11 and 12. As well as being a senior school, the Lycée offers post matriculation courses in management, commerce and literature to over 400 students. The establishment is reputed for its specialised secondary courses in Applied Arts and tertiary Literature preparatory programmes. 

Emphasis is given to languages: English, German, Spanish, Italian and Japanese are studied at Sèvres along with Latin and Ancient Greek. The German and English International Sections are integrated within the school and include approximately 300 students.

In France the school days are long, starting at 08:15 and finishing between 16:00 and 18:00 depending on the subjects chosen. A day can have up to 8 teaching periods, each being of 50 minutes duration. Some students may have Saturday morning classes. The timetable works on a two-week cycle, (Week A and Week B). It is not unusual to have classes with 35 students.

Three different courses concentrating on science, literature or economics are offered at matriculation level. A variety of other courses are offered for students wishing to enter technical colleges and other institutes.

International Section:

The International Section consists of a German and English Section. These Sections are integrated into the French schools at all levels. There are two Junior Schools (Years 6-9) located in Sèvres and Chaville.  The International Section at the Collège de Sèvres represents 26% of the students (around 280 English and German speaking students). At Chaville there is only an English Section, opened in 2003; it represents 6% of the students (around 65 students). At the lycée there are around 260 English speaking students and 60 German speaking students. At the primary level there are two options:  integrated classes or classes held on Wednesday mornings for students who come from a large radius around Paris. 
Many of the International students come from bilingual families or French families who have lived abroad for several years. Others come from French families but have acquired a good knowledge of English or German during the course of their schooling in France.

CDI and International Library: 
The CDI (Centre de Documentation et Information) is open every day from 08:00 to 18:00 except on Wednesdays when opening times are 08:00 to 12:30. The Centre acts as a study room and library. One section of the CDI has been dedicated to the International Library. Here students will find an interesting collection of novels. The librarians will help with book loans from the CDI and International Library and any questions regarding research.  A photocopy machine is available for students who have a photocopy card which costs approximately 4 euros. PCs with a limited access to internet are also available in the CDI.

Australian Correspondents may use their host’s library card to borrow books.

Canteen:

Hot meals are served at the canteen between 11:30 and 13:15; the canteen closes at 14:00. The majority of students eat at the canteen. Canteen tickets for exchange students are at the charge of host families.

Purpose of the exchange:

The aim of the exchange is to discover and appreciate another culture and to improve your language skills. To make this exchange a success it is important to immerse yourself into your host family’s life as well as school life. This exchange should not only provide you with an insight into the French way of life, but also give you an opportunity to learn and adjust to a different culture where people’s habits and thinking may differ from your own. Hopefully, this exchange will contribute to your international understanding and tolerance of other societies and their traditions. 

Host family:

Whilst staying with your host family, you will become an integral member of this family. This brings with it a number of rights and responsibilities. You will participate in all general family activities and outings. The question of costs involved in such outings will need to be discussed with your host family prior to your arrival. The general arrangements are that your host family will cover most costs involved in taking you on outings and your family in return will do the same with your correspondent during his/her stay with you. Additional spending such as pocket money, movie tickets etc. are at your own expense. As a member of the family, it is also expected of you to contribute to the general family chores such as keeping your room tidy, helping with the dishes, respecting other family members’ privacy, etc. Your active participation in family life will not only make it a more enjoyable experience for you and your host family, but also improve your language skills through constant use. Find out early what the family expectations are in your household in regards to going out at night or on weekends, watching TV, homework times, dinner times, etc. 

Absence:
In the event that a student is not able to come to school, the host family is required to contact the Conseiller d’éducation and inform the Professor Principal (Class teacher) with a note stating the reason and period of absence.
Class Presentation:  
You may be asked by your International Section English teacher and perhaps by other teachers in the European Section who teach English, to speak about your country and school system in English. This will open a class discussion with the other students who no doubt have many questions to ask you.

Time table:  
Generally, exchange students attend classes with their host. “French for foreign students” is highly recommended and encouraged. (These classes are small with a more personal approach.)

School on Saturday mornings is not obligatory for exchange students.

Certain subjects such as Spanish, German or Latin are not compulsory for exchange students who are not at ease with these subjects.

Article for website/InterSections:

You will be asked to write an article for our web site about your stay in France with your host family and your experience in a French school. It may also be used in our school magazine, InterSections. This article should be sent to your parent organizer towards the end of your stay.
Clothing:
No uniforms are worn in the French Public Schools. However long track pants, sweat shirts and sports shoes are obligatory when playing sport. The weather usually dictates the rest; scarves, gloves, anoraks, pullovers, jeans or long pants are the norm in winter. It can get very cold in December and January; with temperatures hovering around 0°C for days at a time. Snow is also possible.
Sport:

The sports programme is varied: gymnastics, badminton, volley ball, wall climbing, rugby. There is no swimming.  Each activity lasts 6 weeks and is practised for two hours each week.

Ask your correspondent what the sports programme is for December- January so that you can bring suitable clothing and shoes. Many students practise other sports outside of school. Skiing, equitation, tennis, soccer and rugby are popular sports. You will probably need a medical certificate from your General Practitioner in Australia to practise any sports outside of school. Check with your correspondent.
Arrival:

During the week of your arrival your parent organiser will meet with you at the school to see how you are settling in and if you have any questions. They will keep in regular contact with you and your host families for the duration of your stay. You may phone or contact them by email if there is a problem or you have any further questions. It is easier to solve a problem when it is dealt with early. 
Meeting at Lycée:
On your first day of school, the Deputy Principal will welcome you in the “Salle de Réunion” or in his office at the Lycée Administrative building.  The SIS Director, Madame Anne Potonnier and the parent organisers will also be there to welcome you. The Deputy Principal has taken into account that you are not bilingual and that you are here on a language and cultural exchange and has made allowances for you to have a more personalised and flexible time table.  If you have a problem in any of the classes please speak to the parent organisers.

After the meeting the parent organisers will help you to become familiar with the Lycée and show you around the International Office and Library and introduce you to the librarians and school nurse. 
Please feel free to contact your parent organiser* should you have any questions or concerns about your exchange. 

The Medical Information and Insurance forms should be completed, scanned and sent by email to your host families or given to your host families upon arrival in France. A copy should also be sent to your parent organiser via e-mail with the exception of the Declaration form which needs to be signed and given to your host family with a copy for Madame Potonnier when you meet.

Have a look at our website:  www.sis-sevres.net. It will give you a taste of what the International Sections are like and may answer questions you may have.
*MLC
Heike Forschbach
01 47 50 01 30 
h.forschbach@yahoo.fr



06 42 38 79 81
Scots
Louise Spencer
01 47 01 29 23
spencer.christopher@wanadoo.fr


06 85 21 59 83

Somerville
Catherine Delcour
01 45 34 46 52
cathdelcour@hotmail.com
